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¥any an 2ld story of RBradford told by the tombstaons
of Elmwood Jemeterv.
=, - ¥ s + Pt ¥y 3 3

narlv gsettlers of the town whose memory is not
permitted to be lost. ' .
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Some curious eonitarhe ag well as many that zre
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touched with pathos evan efter many vesrs— early
incidents of the settling ddys of the town brought
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to the mind by ths names ¢f the first Ministers

s da ) 2 .

and others wbo were pionesrs~ a oryving nee 4 for
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work of restoration and improvanentd. -

The old cemetery on Salem street in the soon other fariilles were attractod  to this ]
ssventh ward is of much historic interest }l?ca.tion a.ndf the ﬁi‘ttflie ct:olo;ul' incr'eal_fed.
as on its sto: . . ‘en years after the first gettlement there
are closel _O,HSS are 1ecor.ded names which were many_ houses . bullt, and, the Indlans
° ely interwoven with the history of being troublesomme, three garrison houses
the early settlement of Bradford. Many wWere eTrfcted in _difffrent'pa,rtﬁ- gf 1%38 clo'l- .
names there see: il ony. The community weas called “Rowley
anmex tod; fﬁn, are famillar in our new village on the Merrimack.” Later this

HALX Y e‘n' ancestors who sleep in was changed to Merrimack, but Jan. 7,
this quiet spot being men highly respected i 1672, i;: gasdcf:h-adng}%d tlo Bdra.dfor-d, in mem-
for their integrit i : & tory of Bradford, England. o
who were ho’am 3{;3.11& sterling worth and in 1665 John Haseltine, one of the orig-

nored with many positions of inal settlers, who had previcusly moved

public trust. : to Haf.verhi}l, gave the town a\l_ln. -acre 'oéf
The first settle: i 1 land for a site for a meetinghouse an
Rradford d f c};mer_}t in the vicinty of burial place. From this date zist -is proba- L
Sradl ates back io 1643, when Rev. Ble that interments took place in what
Hzelkijel Regers gathered together 60 fami- is now the oid ceme}i:%gry. g&&ny I‘Of.i{;{lei
lies and settled with hi c oldest siones are broken and noet legible,
was called R ,lt his .ﬂOCL on what being covered with -moss and rusi. One
ed Rogers’ plantation. It covered of the oldest stenes which can be read

the territory now occupied by Rowley, marks the gra,v% of %ohn. Spoi“ferd';bwgilo;
Georgetown, ~ Grovel ‘ died April 22, 1697. here. aré - probably:
Eradford. O oveland, , Boxford and several older, but the dates have Dbeen
ord. Omne of ithe streets was called obliterated by time and - neglect. - The
greater nurber of the cldest stcries which

Bradford street, as several of the settlers 4 icies
Had lived in Bradford, B : are iegible bear dates later thasi 1700,
The seti} > Hngland. . : The first meeting house stood on the
5_6 ement at Bradford onginated; west corner of thé cemetery,” and. the
grom this colony, the first settlets being dead wore interred in the rear. ﬂ-llt Jas
ohn and Robert Haselti i1t ; buiit in 1870, flve . years alter e lan
Wilde." An old si eltine and Wﬂh?fl'm was donated to the town, and was a rude
€.” An old stone, partly covered with iog house. However, it must have bLeen
mossg, in the old cemetery, which bears the of a geod1 height, as &tdis x’ffox}?ed thg,t iln
Inseription “H - ‘ o ‘ 1650 a zallery was added. The first school-
of.Deicon R ber?;'ges lb-m r’}?d ve body h]ousemerected in the town was also buill
Sual n Robert .Haseitine,” marks the on this lot, and it was 22 feet long, 18 {eet
‘\Tea g‘es_tmg place of thls pioneer settler, wide and studded 7 feet.” ' -
J{W&r Oyél%r?f S’%’ns eglgéaved:_ Hannah, ye The town was incorporated in 1868, and
March ve 13th 1729 da_ts-eltme, who diad annual public meetings were held from,
T h 1729 and in ye T0th vear of that date. Religious services were also

neld.occasionally in the large harns ef the
gettlers. The first minister to hold meet-
ings was Rev. Zechariah Symmes,  son
of Rev. Zechariah Symmes of Charles-
town, Mass., who, with his family, cafhe

hir age.” She was famidarly knewn as
Ann Iageltine and was the first bride in
the origingl c¢olony in Rogers’ plantation
There were seven children, Ldeut, Davl
Haseitine, who died in 1790, when 82 years

old, and Rachel, his wife, who passed i 1 et
: ; s, ’ over from England in the same 3hip with
away in 1783, are interred. nearby, and are Mrs. Ann H%xtch‘inson. His flrst I;fea;r"s -
p-i‘oba}*)]y_of the same family. Several old szlary wag ‘‘forty pounds, ene half in f
stones of various datgs bear the name of wheat, pork, butter and cheese, the other
Rfo‘ggrt Haseltine and’ several generationg half in cern and cattle.” In 1668, a very
j%'rs-t %Seb.fnéstl;lsettlie_,rs sleep here. = The unpretentious parsonage was.bullt, and in
e oobert Lase tine was appointed g 1708 the second parsonage ‘was erected op-;
s yman by the general court in 1f6G. posite the cemetery, where Alfred Towne
o 13 recmded_ that he was ordered to now lives. This house was recorded as
keep a ferry over the Merrimack river, peing ‘36 feet by 20 and 15 feet stud, and
le'atrfzng 4d. for the ferrlage of a stranger having 4 chimbleys.” Mr. Symmes was
i)uoktb’y pay presently, and 6d. if - they horn in Charlestown in 1637 and was &
Wil . . . . man of large stature. He preached for a
o tt!l lam Wilde sold out his claim in the timein Pawtucket, R. 1., previous to com-
o gﬂ;}ent in @ few yeéars and moved tol ing to Bradford in 1667. In 1681 he asked
psfwcb. where he died in 1862. The grant the .autherities to grant him™‘a con-
givenn by Rowley to the original settlers venient burlal place’ in the old cemeliery.:
5’?{?51'1‘_‘*0 AcTes, azslc?;.a. written agreement in and it was voted and granted, the pl~-
WA C}i‘i‘mmm' clafms were get forih tas gelected being in- the eastern side: i~ *
signed by all intéresfed. Joln Haselline,: hollow. Here he was laid to rest .~

being. unable tn writa made his mark’ vears nid. The stone which me



‘grave’'is In-a Foodgtate of I_Jrege_rvatmn.
and the Inscription,. which is_in- tin.
telis of his lite, labors and gondness, His
wife 1z burled nearby, and the inscription
on her stone is almost ouliterated.” -

The second church wad erected. on the
hill o few rods east of the first building.
Tt was buallt in 1705 and was 48 feet long,
10 feet wide and 20 feat stud. This church
stood untll 1751, when the third church
was built on the cormmon, nearly apposite
the present church on Churéh street. - The
second pastor was Rev. ‘Thomas Symmaes,
zon, of the first, e was ingtalled at
Bradford, ' December, 1708, and is - de-
scriped as ‘‘a goodly person, having &
olear, goott voice and genteel - depert:
ment; agreeabie and affable, having &
quick temper, but keeping it under con-
tral;, strong intellectually and _stuc‘hous.”
He h}troduced singing by note and In

To & eommittee fhat walted upon him re-
garding this innoiation, he replied: “T in-
trodficed, and I shan't be determined by
those who neither know what they say
nor wherenf they affftrm. The pastor 1%
master in doetrine and ypusgic.””  His firm
stand carried the day. and {nstrumental
music continuved to be part of the service.
e died in 1723, and his stone bears the
inscriptien: “Rev. Thomas Symmes, died
Cet. 8 1725, aped 48. e was-an eminent
Christian, very lowly in his lite, and
gyvery way ain ancomplshed minister, of
great industry, fidelity, and ¢nnoern for
ihe gensrati
T will seek thelr ‘good, and when ‘I die,
write on my grave: Here 7

loved and sought the good of the rising
generat
wife, an
that was mortal O
Rev. Thomas Symmes,

aged 38 years.” )
gofne of the most curious features of this

carnetery is & TOW of slate stones about
fhe centre, which mark the graves of the

a her stone records: “Yere lieg all
f Tlizabeth, wife of
who died in 1714,

six. wiyes, of Nathaniel  Thurston, wWho!

Tived in ine brick house which is quite
near the cemetery. Hig first cholee was

naroed Betsy. She died in 1790, when 234

vears old, and shortly afferward he mar-
Tled .a-lady named Martha, who disd in
1799, when 33 years. Not discournged, M.
Thurston agailn entered the matrimonial
harnegs in =a very short time with a
yvounger lady named Huldah, who died
when 24 years, in 1801. One child of this:
unton, named Benjamin, died the same:
vear, ahd i buried near.  Again thls
mueh bereaved gentleman wedded a lady
named Clarissa, who shared his joys and
sarrows but a short time, dying in 3803 !

When his first wife died he blried her in

tha middle of the ot and those in succes-.

slon were interred north of her. But he:
hed evidently not counted on S0 &Ny
wives, as the space gave out with number:
four's intermsnt. e must have had 2
preference for the name of Martha, as his:
f7th choice bore the same narmme as the!
second. When. she died, in 1304, the space!
began to ‘be fAlled In the other direction, !
znd Marthe pumber two, whe was wile!
number fve, rests beside wife number

one. .

- Only one yeal was between the death!
of this lady and her predecessor. By thig;
time the marrying habit seems o have!
‘becoms chronic with -Myr. “Thurston, and!
he took as a slxth helpmate g lady named
Rary, who followed the rest in 1808, Even
a sixih bereavement aid not dismay him:
and he made a sevenih choive, the lady’s!

name being Emma. Later he - went to
New Yaork and shortly afterwgrds died

there. His bedy wal brought back o

Bradford and interre at the end of the
conspicucus Iew, asida of nwmber six. . A

wothar membiers®

on sfter, saying, ‘While T liwe.

iies one who'

jon. 't MNearby is intarred ‘his.

gtopa simifar: o’ the six’ slafe -ores; "all of
whichrecord thateach wife was . the
“comfort or consert of Naihanisl Thurd-
tom,” marks nig - grave, It id insckibed:
““¥on. Nathaniel Thurgton,. Died at Las-
sinburg, N.' Y., Oci: 21,1811, Aged o6, "For
fAny vears he was a member of the legis~
lature.and was- distifguished for hils be-
névolence -and greatly lamented - by - his
triends.’” - His seventh wife, it i3 pleasing

ot record, survived him. BShe returned to

her = relativeg in Marbleshead and died
somé years atterward. buk her body wals
not proushi to Bradford to be placed in
thiz row. As Mr, Thurston was but 6
vears old at the time of wis destih, yet
had had seven. wives., hzd he lived to-an
oid_ags it is appalling to think of what
& racord he might have made. -
T The Grifings were, among the eariiest
settlers.in Brodferd,. and old stones rec-
ord the-resting place of Thee hitus- GEids
fing, who-died in 1717, and MNat yaniel Grif-
fing, whopads drdway-tn $TEso B ’
£ thig, Tamily aré dlsg in

tered-hére. - T UL

Tha large number of stones bearing the
name of Kimball wonld seem to infer that
that nUmerous famili were alb-dead wers
it not for the fact that the Bradford di-
rectory contains almost two pages of that
name, wWhich was connectéd with: many .
public. Interests in. the enrly. history of
the town. "On the oldest stones the name
iz gpelled Kembdell, and Capt... Richard
Kembell, whose grave is marked hy a very
olé stone, was one of the commitiee of’
ihree that was chosen te attend to the.
ordination of the third pastor of the LowI

Jonathan Kimball was another pld set-
tler who-rests here with saveral of his
family.” Advel Kimball lived to be 78, dying
in- 1846, and his wife, Ablgail, who died
ahout 30 years 880, lived to the round gge
of ¥4 vears, Manuel Kimball dled in 135,
when 83 vears.- Capt. Jopgthan Himball:
died in. 1856, his wife, ADPlgail, dythg the;

year previous. Thomas Kimmball was the

firat constable of the town., Lieutl. Ed-
ward Kimball digd in 1861 and his wife,
Sophnia, in 1825 T.eopnard fKimball passed
away in 1853, CGeorge Kimball diad in 1862,
and nis wife, Betsey, I 1878, Elizabeil:
Kimball, who jived to the age of 88, and:
Charles Kirahball, wnho rounded three-
gquarters” of a_ cenfury, alss rest heze.
Tozeidiah Kimball wag among the early.
sottlers and died in- 1833, Roval Kimball
died -one year previous, and his wife, Ann,.
digd 4in 1959, Daniel Kimball died in 1815,
and on the stone erected to his wife,.
Mary, who died in 1823, is the verse: :

«gehold, my friends, as you _pass by,

As'volut are niow, S0 Once was 1.

Ag-] am now, S0 you musi be;

Prepare for death and totlow me.™. |

Clapt. Daniel Kimball died in 180L and his
wife, Saran, wha died In 71833, almogt.
reached the century mark, being 96 years’
when her death coeurred. Josgeph Xim-:
poll. and his wile, Ablgall, both lived to
be 73 years, and Jesse Kimball, who died|
in 1827, was Gf years. OrL his stone is the;
following: o : PR
.07 yet do speal, tho' T g dead,

The soversign Lord made this my ‘hed.
_And what I have to say to thee

: Prepare for death and Tollow me.”

In 1784 Franeis Kimball built and ram,
a saw mill on the shores of Johnson'si
creak, and memy.of that name were con-
nected with that industry, Jozeph Kim-
ball, with Eliphalet Hardy, wlse ran ‘d;
grist mill there, which was known as-the!
Mawer.”’ All three slespy in this guled;
spot., imhénezer Kimball died -in 1798, his:
wife Mary following in 1819, when 98 yeard."
Edmund Kimball and his wife Rebecca,
were earty settlers, the latter Hving-to!
be 92'years, mimethy Kimball dled in 1800,
and Wiltiam in 1795. The stpnes which
Tark both graves ere of blaek slate.s




- A marble slab on four posts is erected
to- the memaory of Obadiah Kimball and
his wife. It is inscribed: “Te the memory
of Deacon Obadiah Kimball, who. de-
ceased 22nd of Qet. 1804. Aetat. 76. And
Mrg. Abagail Kimball, who' deceased 8&th
of Dec. 180, - Aetat. 76. ’ S

" The saints on earith and all the dead

But one communion make. ’
‘ATl jein in Christ, their living head,
" And of his grace partake.”

‘Eliphalet Kimball died suddenly-in 1785,

Lieut. Ben}. Kimball ané his wife, Bet-
sey. T.; sleep near by, and besides the
‘above named scores of that numerous
family found here a resting place.
‘Daniel 7. Pearsons, who died in San
Francisce in 1850, is interred here, and on
his stone is the verse:

“Phe’ -cold Daniel's pillow and da{_rk his

abode N

As the shade which at even tide play;
Invisible spirits encirele the clod ,
And watch the slow, mouldering clay.”
'The third pastot of the Bradford church
was Rev, Joseph Parsons, who was or-
dained at Bradford June 8, 17%6. His min-
istry of 39 vears was very successful.
Many of his sermeons were collected and
printed. A copy of one of them which
was: preached at an Installation at Salls-
bury, entitled A Minister’'s Care About
Hiz Life and Doctrine,” is in the Boston
Public library. He died in Bradford in
1765, and. a Stone, erected by his parish-
ioners, bears the following ingcription:
“rThis stone is placed over the durst of the
Rev. Joseph Parsons, A. M., Pastor of the
Firet Church i Bradford, as a testimo-
nial of the esieemn and regard his flock
bore to him as an excellent minister and
christian. Prepared for a better world he
was favered with a quick and easy . dis-
mission from this May ye 4th, 1765, in the
88rd years of his age and the 3%th of his
minigiry.”” The Insgcription on the lower
part of the stone is almogt obliterated,

and - were It not for the support of a.

friendly tree, a_g%;ns‘t which it leans, it
wald :?izrobab!? 'ié;'ve failen before  thig

time. At the bhack of tlig stone, leaning

against it, is another which presumably

was - erected by his/ Jamlily. It is in-
serfbed:  "Rev. Jogeph..Parsons, A. M.,
son of  the Rev. Joseph of Salisbury.
Graduated, 1720, Ordalned, 1726. He;
preached the Artillery Election Sermon;:
1744, and the Governcr's Election Sermon,
1758, Died May 4, 1765, irr the 63rd year of:
hig age and the 39th of hissministry.’’ His

wife, Frances Usher, dau. hter of Lieut.-

Governor Usher of Mew Hambshire, les,
Buried near. She wazs oue of 10 childrer.

Her stone is engraved: “FHere lies buried:
rances, the wife of Itev. Mr. Joseph!
arsons, who -died Bept. 18th, 1747, in the:

‘ +A daughter, Iliza-:

43%d year of her ag?a."
heth, whe died in ¥73

is unpleasantly suggestiva.

A plain white siab marks the grave of!
a Prussian who found rést here. It is in-
scribed: “‘Charlés Berg.- Bearn in Kirn,
Prussia, on the Rhine, Nov. 29, 1827.  Died:

in Bradford, July 4, 1858. 30 years,

In sacred slumber dust to dust
My own loved husband lies; .

May I submissive-bow-aixd, trist

That God of love who formed the skies.” |

Several of the Merrill’ family are in-|
terred here. JoSeph Merrill, who died in

1788, and Richard, who "passed away a
year later, sleep side by side. o
- Asa Merrill dled in 1808, and Jesse in 1818,
Mary Merrill died at Boxford in 1811, and.
en the stone erected to Timothy Merrill,
who died in 1804, i3 the verse:

““While guick he plunged. the wé,tery deep;
~_His body sank in lasting sleep, P
‘But here the billows end their strife,

The spirlt mounts to exdless life.”

34, and a son, Willlam,
who passed away in TM2, are interred near:
by. On- the Tfootstone of the former a .
coflin is grudely carved; and -its grimness |

The Carletons ‘were:among the 'éarliast
settlers in Bradford,  addiscores-of that’
name found rest iR thisiupot. - Amohg the:
first was “‘Begabes]l Carifon; who departed’
this life in 1777.” - On a e near-by it’ig:
recorded: that Sarah Ré ; ~died in’
1804, wag “‘formerly . the 'wif , eal
Carlton.’’: "Abigail ” Cafleton,=: ‘relict ‘of’
Deacon “Thomas Carleton;” was 77 vears’
old when she  died in: 1789, ‘and  Thomas:
Carleton died in 1772°-He-was one of the

i : South Grove~
, L Bradford, and-in
1760 he built &£ fulline my in. Johnsoh's:
creek. Jacob Carlédton 'was 'a’l: :
ber of that family,-w
1847, and Sally, his wif
Daniel Carleton: ~wa
prominence, . -wha - died
Years oldl = Metlitabal)
lel Cagteton, died in 1845, sng :
ton the same. yvear. Néhemiah Was dn-
other member of -that numerous family,
who died in 1845 after Hving threes<guar-
ters of . asgentury, and-his ‘wife, Lydia,
who died thres vears previous, was 68
yvears of aga when deail beckoned. The
stomes: erscted to SBiepheén Carleton and
his wife ~Judith are very. old, and the
greater part 6f the inscription is not legi-
ble.. A large number of this name are in-
terred in the oldést part: of the cemetery,
and many of the stones are almost cov~:
ered with moss. " ' i

Members of this family built the first
saw mill erected near Johnson's creek.
Bome yearg ago the mud sills of this mill
were discovered. Bdward Carleton built
a grist mill on the $hore of the creek, and:

‘dld what wag cajled an éxtensive business:
‘in those days. “FPhineas Carlaton, in eon-

neetion with Aaron Parker, built several!
mills there. . The siyice-way of cne of:
these mille wag du__g—h‘lg Cuff Dole, who ig
noted as “a pegson of edlor, of remark-
able strengih, O0Ff steady habiis, and who
died in the comfortable -hope of a blessed
immeortality.”

A_curieus verse is on the stone erected
to éa.fnes Campbell, who died in 1813, It
Teads: R :

"My life was elghty-two years long,
But quickly ended like a song. -

Come, young & oid, youwve souls to save,
Prepare for death, see here's the grave.” |
William Conkey died in 1807 when but 26

years old, and his stone bears the foilow-:

ing: ’ :

“"Death with his dart has plere’d my hart,
When I was in my prime.

When this you see, grieve not for me,
‘Twas CGod’s appointed time.”

The. fourth pastor of the Bradford
church was Rev. SBamuel Williams, grand-|
son of Rev. John Williams of Deerfield, |
Mass.,, who was taken captive by the In-
dians_at the time of the Deerfield massa-
cre. He wag ordained at Bradford Nov.
20, 1765, and remained until 1780, when he
ieft to teach in Harvard as professor of:
mathematics and natursl philosophy, His!
last years were spent in Rutland, Vt. 5

The fifth pastor was Rev. Joenathan Al-
Ien, a native of Braintree, Mass, He was
ordained in Bradfdrd, June §, 1781. When
Ann  Judson and - Harriet Newell, who|
were both. at one time pupils at Bradford
academy, decided to adopt a missionary
life, a special service.was held in Haver-
hill previous to their taking leave of the
town., Rev. Mr. Allen nreached the ser-|
mon on that occcasion, and it made a deep
impression. The services closed by the
congregation uwniting in singing a hymn
writtem by. this’ minister. Part of it was
as follows!i .

““Go, ye heraidy of salvation,
Go and preach:in heathen lands;
Publish-loud to every nation
. What the Lord of life commands.
To His grace we now resign you,
To Him only yvou helong;:
You with every Christian Hindoo,
~.Join-at last th™ angelie song.”




the }ug‘ mangionsiof - 1mmorta1 rest
their memory

A plam. 1at e il

Mr. . Allen’s: ﬁrst itwife;: Elizabeth “who
‘died June 317 1821, when 72 years: old 'I‘he
.foilowing verse i omn the stone:r: s

* #Death-has no moere for’ thee to dread
Let rest attend thy lowly b
STl ihe last trumpet. rends’ the skies )
= Then" in thy Bavielur's image rise. 3

“Nearby is a’ marble. ‘staly which has fal-
Jden fiat on - theigrave of his second wife,
‘and which is® ‘nstribed: SMrs. Mary, wife
ofRew) Jonathan’A@len, ied Sept 12 1&)4
Aged 83-years. T
*“*Rest, dear- mothe1 rest
: Awav from' earthly
Ascend. and-dwell, a.mong the blast,

. And-live forever there,” :

T Among thé ‘enrly isettlers: were” Iound
many.-of the Woodman family. An old
stone, much defa.ced ‘has this inscription:
SYThis in memory’ ot‘ Stephen.. Woodm&n

who departed -this life Feb.: the 9th, 1181,

in- the 80th- year of ‘his age.’ Nathamel
Wosdman, died in>3797.." On- the signe to
"Richard Woodman, Who d1ed An- 1855 LaAre
the words: :

“He Hved in paa.se with a.ll ‘men.”
And died in pgace with his Ma.ker i

His wifs, Mary‘, died two: :yea,rs Iater,
when' 69 years old. "Many other’ membcz-%
of theWoodman family aré.interred here.

' _The’ stone erected to:Joseph,” son  of
Stephen and Betsey Colby, ha,s the f.ol-=
lomng verse:l :

AT tho-u in* he&lth a.nd spints ga,y‘?
I,’t90, was so the other day,

And thought-myself of life as safe

;As thou who -reads this epitaph.’”

PR s o BenJamin W/Iussey, who died” m 1769,

-When 63 years old, was a prominent ﬁgure
dn-Bradford's early history. . -His wife Sa-.
-rah “died. in 1831, “when: over.:four score’|
Years. Miss Bliza Mussey died in 1797, and-
Charles-of :the: same family passed away.
‘when he:had lived but one scoTe: of year&

Hls Stone’ notes :hls early death: > .

Prothlsed ‘A tram .&ea.rs to come. ;
When death: demded ‘the expected’ Joys
Ancl +all’the “Hattering: hopes destroys »

“The-Tenney  family records go “hack:. to
the ‘garly -history »of Bradford, dnd. sev-
_eral:.gld’'stones récord:that: memhers of |
‘thatifamily found-test ‘here.’ Lleut *John |
Tenney, who died-July 1, 1808, was - a.. soi-:
.gler:in -the- revolutiona.ry war,- and.ttha
stars and . stripes floatover the gra.ve of’:
ithis. "fearless man, " Beside him rests his!
Wife, -Rose; - who died-in 17%. ; James-Ten="
ney died in 1815 anﬁ Charlotte, ‘his - Wlfe,

‘ney- it 1s recordad tha.t she was for-
eriythe wife.of  Obadigh:Hall?” " She

wife: Pa,rthema, wWhot hved
tengiofa century,: dying Hi+187
interred - here.- Johf Marbie
settler who died . i 18

: iz

‘posts records the  déath of: f“Bengamin‘*
Gage .and his. W1f TR 1nscr1bed =B
neénth: this stone’is interred the remains;
of “Maj.  Beni. Gage who'.degarted: this.
lifa* Juiy 27,1796, Aetat 66.: leevnse‘the
rémaing .of  Mrs. -Briscilia G‘rage,
of - Maj.: Bena Zage, who-lived :
‘Qay: -after her hugband.. Aeétat 67
“Were -lovely - ang “ple s&nt in

: death they

S8 ~to-be

-5 ;- s mt rrad -hare; ‘and dlsa
his wife,. Debora. b, who died i 1823 when.
84 years. - Wilham and Clarissa. Gag wha.
réstr nearby, are.; of* this farml

B Ma.ry,"'rehct of Lleut A.sa. Gage, 10
_ g‘ig%_ wélenhtS y?ars of age, in~1841; sleens’
: O er&onezsen ave the =
-nent question:. - gr % the perty
YOttt as the” belI Wlth sole ,
‘%peaks ‘the ‘departure of a soul
“Let each -one g8k himself “Am
Prepa.red should I bel callld

L Capt. Nathantei' Gage a:ntl 40 o-the
from Bradford took:a- promm 5
the. battle of - Bunker: Wil UIv
‘and his wife -Hanasah, who" both’
‘1837, ~were - aged . respectwely 82
veurs, “One stone -marks,
Mr. Gage was -one” th
manufaciurers in- thig i
he and “Timothy. Phill




gacon, we ‘have a cla

ecasions ” “Yes,

added . the minister, “'it’s

Were, paxwta.ken of the subject
'_ajnce wasinot in discussed:

‘Like the Kirhball fam#ly, the lon rowa}
‘of stones hearing the name of Dav: wounld’
;geews o irdicate that.the family was ex-*
‘tinet, but the many bearing ‘that-fhame 4t
"present in” the seventh  ward” contradicts-
.this® stupposition. Od - two rows of ~ con-.

‘splouous stones the names: of 20 miemhpers

“of “thig Tamliy. are recorded,;. and Im ny'-

.others- are interred in: different parts of

the: cemetery “Among the oldesat stonesiis:

-oneérected to- Deacon. Meiés Day; -

‘died::in 1751, Abraham Day died Ang 1784,
and his” wife Mary. died feur- years pre-.
vious:t Joseph Day died in- 1852, 'and -his
wife six vears later,. Annther .Ioseph and:
“his Wlfe‘, who Is” termed ‘‘consort.,’”’ both:
died  the 'same year, 1806 Nearby- Test

Thomas “Frrederiek,” Benjsmin: and "~ his

wife,” and Ba,ﬂey Day and. his wife, Han-!
nah; Royal Day, who is-interred here,"
'.owned a very large farm at Ward Hill;:
which s today known as the “Day. place,.
and many of that famlly hve m that partﬁ

‘of Bradford.

Many ‘of the Head famliy hved at W'J.I‘d :
= VK qand: several of that name reside
there ‘at present “Head’'s hill’’ still bears|
‘the; name of . thHose early set{lérs. "Many |
of“them. are interred here, among. them !
‘ArmossHead, whe dled  in 1725, “when 70
yeag s, and- Rl wife Mehitabel," who lived’
withinone year of foursgore, dym iy 1833

»Hhubel Walker was the pioneer. in -the
ﬁmshmcr of leather industry. I—Ie wWas. a,lso
-ane-ef the. first ‘town - clerks.

fa.rmly : the inscriptiens .on  tHeir . stones-g
Sarah

almosti: obliterated” by time.-
T’Va,lkel swho_ dled@ in-1303, and *Mary;
passed away. 12 years'later; when a’ yea.r
aver fourscore; were of this family.’”

~Iany: ‘of -the Webster family ‘now: livmg-
1n "Bradford have- aricestors: mterred in
this ancient burial phce A curipus’stone;
marks ‘the grave of Ebenezer  Webster.!
He'“was oneof -the first members: of‘_ithe'g

‘ehuireh,” Jommg in, 1742, He died"
The verse.on” ms,* stone is al
gethdr, ag- folIows &

#Halt passenger a8 you Uo by_
man wasg-rborn to 7 die. cor:mde
running: fast’ and death wzll s
at lagt.””s

Samuel Webster died “in 1769 W

years ‘His wife, Mary, died the o!slowmg'é

year, whenr 77 years. Another®

Webstar died "in 1815, 'and hiz wife, alfo:

named Mary, three years later:
gtér-was another ear
AT Very old gton

are’p o :
graves:--of Robert Mulicren and his wife, '

*Rebecg‘a,, who both died about the middle
Al the dast century, after living nearly %0
;yﬁars hey were’ 1denuﬁed With the fArst
SDUrG 1roy

“them'
ske sometBing, ‘producinga. decan-
dirffixins’ The visitors flooked at
hfe)r -and: Mr! Aflen: remarked: 1

tion whick allows usito driéik on'—

fand 1t’ ‘g pretty . cold da.y.”_i
. very:
.;fclear ‘thatithis is an.ewtra oceasion.” It:
dg needless"to add tha,t after refrfeshments}

‘réposé: many. of their ‘ancestord, gl
.Peabody . schdol attests:that ma.n (s
‘nanie were connected with:the Rist
Bradford. -Among those who redt he

?1_111& on the stone erecte

?seitiers, who died in 1782 Mary West. dié

: tury. N

died 20 years later. - Abigail and ‘B

‘died . respectively in18217and. 1828‘

‘early . days of Bradfordls: incorporaiio

Jer died in 1740. Moses- Parker was

-Bradford. - This- store, W.hich WS

Groveland.-

;Benja,min ] -
seph- i 183 5 ":Th%'. wife o
in- 1839 Both ghe a,nd h

far distant from this Huirial plag

John Peabody and his-wife, “Allee,
and Martha, their daugh&ers, rﬁ:ns!:_1 sarpy,
to 1

terse truth:
b HErom death’s. arrest Ho.age isfre:
- Phomas Waest WaS - one “of-the ear

ini:1731, when 85 years, "Thomas. Morse was:
zmother pioneer settler, who ‘diad in-1789:
His Wlfe, Hlizabath, followed three yeéars:
later Both wereiover 70 yvears, Fouroths
er’ i members of ‘the Morse: famny LAY
burmd near, James Lindall died in 1782
Hgra. Trask éndihis: wife ‘and -danghter
Matilda, sleep not far distant. The latter.
passed away the last year of the 18th ‘

“Many” de‘acendants of: the ﬁrst settler'
Robert Haseltine,” who kept the first inn
in:Bradford, diad in 1768 A véry.old stone:
records: “Here lies bur;ed Mrs., rDeborah

in'the 82nd year of her age.” * Amos Hagal
tine dled inn 1324 after three-guariers of
century of life, and his wife,. Abigaﬂ) dies
10 ‘years -later, when 8l vears. A -ston
erected to John Haseltine has, the inscrip
tion:. “Deacon Johu Hasaltme Born i

.Aged 80 years Rebecca, h}.s wﬁ:‘e,
1n isds,

~Mrs. Abiah, wifé of" theas Cole,.
in 1775, and Cftther:ne, his second choiee

Cole,  who both - died in. 17’!3, )
‘Abraham Tyler dnd. his * wifg,

the.ms P. T ler and hisw fe, Sar
mst ‘close by, - : :
Willlam Sticknev Wasa selectman nthe

On.the the old stones:thename. jg.apelled
Bteickne, and: one very dncient steneire
ords thaf Prudence: Steickne-died "in 17T
SBeveral of the Parker: famﬂy were - al
ameong the earliest settlers.: Danie

man'
of much, infludnee in' the pioneersdays of
the town and kept the first.gtoreiof. any.
importance in what-was then calle East

cgl- country store,” was:
known as’ “Pa.rke_:-’s_odrne-




'uswellt

ntly:

scorded ‘that in 1847 John . Osgood and
; Hile Wwere appoilnted “'to’ lay-out
cadifrom Andiver to Haverelli”,” Ben-
ot this. family’ rest ' ‘here. Samuel
-his'wife. and several of that name
1 red: here and several pf the ITill
1Iy Samuel. Phillips: ‘died "in' 1829 and
ife alx-years “laterl” Hiram Phillips
iedin: 1854, “wheti 50 years, ‘and - his" wife,
dith R Mﬁlkins ‘pasgedidway four years
82 vears, ‘Jesse Johuson, who

=ests near. Aliee ‘Wifﬁ of

St erected to Y Mre - Ehzat “wife of
: urphee',” who died 'in 1828." Tdwin
Z:B od‘ ettidied. in 1849, ~Maly others:who
rere identlﬁed ‘Wlth the “early’ mteresta

ncxent charaotex of this eeme’iery
rgeen’: from. the fact that but three:
fthe clvil-war are interred here.
David . Heckman, 'who was o

3 2o, B of the: 50th Massachu-~:
setts Joseph Myers a member of Co K

2 ".-'I'he codors they loved ﬁoat over-the
e ‘those  herces who faced
T --love= of country,
thepldest paxt of the cemetery manv
ofithe stones.ares broken and fallen, and’
pa.r‘ gof it bear a-look of utter ne-glect
Seyéral of the stones erected at a,compar-
ively late: date are also fallen” eor fali-:
ing, s.the greater part of the names re-
‘gorded hére: are familiar -in- Bradford to-
‘day’a mbvement among its citizens—or at!
;least ‘among . thoge who' have ancestors:
thuried here—to preservé. the records: .of
‘this historic:spot would be a commendable
: A vigit to Pentucket cemetery wiil
‘Show! what a. small amount of. meney. cani
deiter besutify.-and preservé.an” ancient,
reterysand make'itswhat the last reste:
Place:of 'the dead. should be. As the!
of’ the ﬁrst church: and- schablhouse;
etery” a,leo poesesses a. hlStOI‘lC: m—i

pride- in theii' native téwn were latd
st here nothmg dlsturbed the qu:et of

WaSa driven Tesurely  past. Unt‘ll
4ithe year when the Gesrgéetown braneh

‘Bogton. and Maine -rajlroad was
: “ghrill whistle ef 2 locomotive dis-:
turbed tHe: slumbersrs.: Could: -they 're.|

syisitiedarihly - scenes toda,y they ‘would!
at’ the dron horse “wihich® Fushes |

gpotion: the east, -and the whirr

"past This

‘of the electricy on: the west would confuse
itheir minds, - which were not = familiar;

ur: rapld transit. methods- of travel,
“Buchnoise and- “birs Hewould cause them
‘tohwinh 1o return’ tostheir quiet. sleep in:
‘“Mother.: Earth ‘while the faet -that Brad-
ford“had. - QImast Jost. - itseidentity and
merged - irite “gredter” Haverhill’*  would.
be amost marvellous pleceaof-news'to the
fdnmates ‘of - these narrow. dells.."Ancient:
‘cemetaries, ‘like higtories, are a “link  be-.
‘tween the-past and the’present; and are
‘sacred-spotsi which: ‘should; be.revered and’
»respeoted andian-effort ‘madé te preserve

L ,,promment"
ubhcﬂaffairs GE the “towm..
ers :werg’lgaac, Phebe and’
’I‘he S Osgoodss JHgured
evdarly settlement and”:

‘their, Tecords « from. bemg obhte:f‘ated by
‘time-or-forgetfulness, SR

dent of the Propnetors of ?;Elmw 'ofié
“Gemetery- at™ the- annual meetm :
the organization:~in .- “the:
postoﬁﬁce last night
‘Other’. officersrelect
1a?,nd. tetez:seasurer Thomas
TS the forégoing and Geot, e .
Durgin, Geerge E.. Kimball, Oecfr FAL
Chs;pman Clifford . Poor - and Charl

'lowing' the 1e0'ular meetmg, _ O=;c::1r-=

-Adams. was’ elected: e,ctmg superm’c&n =
ent to: succe [ ft




